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Summary of the Participant Panel Meeting on 29 September 2025
 
This Panel meeting was held at the Wellcome Genome Campus, which played a critical role in the sequencing of the first human genome. It is now home to many genomics and biodata companies including the European Molecular Biology Laboratory – European Bioinformatics Institute (EMBL-EBI), Illumina and the Wellcome Sanger Institute. In the morning, the Panel had a tour of the Illumina and Genomics England laboratories, which included discussions with the researchers, before the Participant Panel meeting was held in the afternoon. 
The Panel discussed the first steps being taken to explore and design the planned adult population research study, which was announced in the NHS Ten-Year Health Plan and the Life Sciences Sector Plan in July. One of these first steps is that Genomics England has commissioned an inclusive programme of engagement with the general public, communities and healthcare professionals. This engagement programme will report in the summer.  
 
The Panel advised on the best way for Genomics England to engage these groups in the design of the engagement programme, to learn from their perspectives on receiving genomic findings and being supported to understand and act on those findings. It was agreed that the Panel’s focus should be on shaping the issues to discuss and the materials for these discussions, potentially through a working group.  
 
Secondly, Genomics England's Chief Executive gave an update on recent developments. The Panel heard that Genomics England is currently setting annual organisational priorities in the context of the 5-year forward view received from the Government’s Spending Review. Current priorities for Genomics England include supporting the NHS to reprocure services where genomic sequencing will happen in different parts of country, as well as preparing for Genomics England’s new Research Environment tooling that will come in next year. It was also announced that the Generation Study has recently reached a milestone of 20,000 families recruited. 
Panel members asked the CEO about the findings from the Cancer 2.0 programme and how Genomics England can encourage the NHS to utilise these in future. The Panel also discussed building stronger connections to Patient and Public Voice groups in the NHS Genomic Medicine Service, and how Genomics England can support this.
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